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Inside this Issue 

As one of the 4-H Essential Elements, gen-

erosity is an integral aspect of the 4-H cul-

ture and its activities. This offers the oppor-

tunity to value and practice service to oth-

ers and gain exposure to the community 

and world at large. While individual 4-H 

clubs may already have their projects 

planned for the year, the Polk County 4-H 

Youth Council would like to invite all 4-H 

members to participate in countywide service projects. In order to expand the 

impact of these project, consider helping with one or more of the following:  

 

Plastic Bag Collection: Double and flatten plastic bags. Bags should not be 

ripped or torn. These will be delivered to VISTE (Volunteers in Service to the 

Elderly) which helps elderly individuals continue to live independently.  
 

Non-perishable Food Collection: Bring selected food items to be donated to 

TBA Church which provides outreach to needy families in the community.  
 

Military Thank-You Cards: Write thank-you cards to be packaged and sent 

to military personnel as part of the Candy Buy-Back program.  

 

These items can be dropped off at the 4-H office, brought to a 4-H Youth 

Council member, or turned in at the 4-H Officer Training later this month.   
 

Article by Amanda Squitieri, 2015. Photo by UF/IFAS.  

National 4-H Council. (2009). Essential Elements of 4-H Youth Development Programs. Retrieved from 

www.4-h.org.  

Countywide Community Service 

ñThe best way 

to predict the 

future is to   

invent it.ò  
 

-Alan Kay 
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Hot Topic: Safety Tips for Young Drivers  

THE 4 - H FORECASTER 

 The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) defines a young driver as an indi-

vidual 15 to 20 years old operating a motor vehicle involved in a crash. In the Unites States, young drivers 

account for around 6 percent (12.3 million) of the total number of licensed drivers. Across the board, driv-

ers who are young and inexperienced report higher crash rates than those who are older and more experi-

enced. As reported in 2013 by the National Center for Health Statistics, motor vehicle crashes are the lead-

ing cause of death for individuals 15 to 20 years old. In 2013, Florida recorded 275 deaths related to young-

driver crashes which includes young drivers, passengers of young drivers, occupants of other vehicles, and 

non-occupants.   

 NHTSA provides a driver education toolkit with information, safety practices, and resources to help 

develop cautious and mindful teen drivers. Listed below are topics for consideration related to driving prac-

tices. For more info, visit http://www.nhtsa.gov/DriverEducationProgram. 

¶ Seat Belt Use. A properly worn seat belt includes the 

shoulder strap and lap belt well-fitted in order to transfer 

the impact of a collision to the hip and shoulder bones. Seat 

belts reduce the chances of being killed or injured in a crash 

and help prevent the driver and passengers from colliding 

with the inside parts of the vehicle or being thrown from 

the vehicle.  

¶ Visual Awareness. Be conscious of the surroundings and 

activities of others. Look ahead, behind, and to the sides 

and adjust the speed of the vehicle to roadway and traffic 

conditions. Searching skills identify potential problems and 

allow enough time to stop or steer safely. 

¶ Distracted Driving. Passengers, the use of electronic de-

vices, and unfamiliarity with a particular vehicle may divert 

a driverôs attention and focus away from the road. Make 

appropriate preparations prior to departureï finish groom-

ing, secure objects and pets, adjust vehicle and audio con-

trols, review directions, and store cellular devices or have a 

ñdesignated texter.ò  

¶ Impaired Driving. Alcohol and other impairing drugs are 

involved in about 40% of fatal vehicle crashes. The effects 

of these substances is greater for young drivers in influenc-

ing perception, reaction, and operational skills. Never let 

friends or relatives operate a vehicle if they are impaired.   

Article by Amanda Squitieri, 2015. Photo 1 by UF/IFAS Josh Wickham; Photo 2 by 

UF/IFAS Amy Stuart; Photo 3 by UF/IFAS.  

Information retrieved from:  

NHTSA. (2015). Young Drivers. DOT HS 812 200. http://www-

nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/812200.pdf 

NHTSA.  (2015). Teen Driver Education Program. http://www.nhtsa.gov/DriverEducationProgram  
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4-H Horse Show 

Southern Variety 4-H Club 

The club entered the Bartow Halloween Pa-

rade and had a float theme of a Haunted Corn 

Field. The members did an awesome job de-

signing the float. We won Most Original 

Float! Congratulations to all of the 4-H club 

members and helpers! 

Report and photo submitted by Diane Sharp, 4-H Club Lead-

er. 

Concession Helpers: The Polk County 4-H Horse Committee is looking for 4-H clubs to run the conces-

sion stand for the next two shows scheduled for Nov. 21, 2015 and Feb. 6, 2016. The club(s) would be re-

sponsible for creating a menu, setting prices, supplying and serving the food/drinks, setting up, and clean-

ing up and would receive 100% of the profits as a club fundraiser. A ballpark profit would be about $200 

depending on what is sold and "smart shopping" practices. Some supplies such as coffee maker, plates, 

cups, plastic utensils, and a crock pot are available.  Set up is the Friday before a show at 3:00pm. At least 

two adults would be required in concessions to handle food and money and supervise youth. For more info 

and to sign up to help, contact Eve at evelaurell@yahoo.com or the 4-H office at 863-519-1041. 

Show Entry: The November show has been uploaded online at www.horseshowing.com. Online entry will 

be made available soon. There will also be some changes made to the Dressage classes.  

4-H Horse Packets: These must be completed for any 4-H member participating in the 4-H Horse Project 

and are due to the 4-H office by Sat. Nov. 21 (at the second show). Visit http://florida4h.org/polk under 

ñFormsò to download the packet.  

Hoof-N-Horn 4-H Club 

At our recent 4-H meeting, we had a show-and-tell 

where the children brought in things they've done or 

things they might own that they really wanted to pre-

sent to the whole group. We also discussed our officers 

and how they will be seated for each meeting. At the 

conclusion of the meeting, we spoke about the upcom-

ing Youth Fair, giving clear dates on due dates and also 

figuring out what each child wanted to do. This year we 

have a very diverse amount of entries ranging from hor-

ticulture all the way to hand -rafted works and baked 

goods! 

Report and photo 

submitted by 

Zuriel Orlando,   

4-H Club Report-

er. 

Boots-N-Spurs 4-H Club 

Congratulations to Zoe Wakeman of the Boots-N-Spurs 4-H Club of Polk County for winning the 4-H Jun-

ior Western Daily Hi-Point at the Manatee County 4-H Open Horse Show. Zoe competed on her horse, A 

Few Good Chips. They participated in the following classes: Stock Type Geldings, Open Walk Trot West-

ern Pleasure, 4-H Jr/Int Walk Trot Western Pleasure, and Walk Trot Western Horsemanship.  

4-H Club Reports 

http://www.horseshowing.com/show.php?show=3206
http://polk.ifas.ufl.edu/4H/Forms/4-H%20Horse%20registration%20packet_2015.pdf
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4-H Club Reports Continued 

DARN 4-H Club 

On October 17, 2015, we held the First Annual 

DARN 4-H Ghoul Shoot at the Bartow Arena. There 

were over 35 competitors in 5 divisions. Everyone 

had a great day and each competitor received a 

pumpkin and goody bag for participating. We want 

to thank our sponsors for this event: Arrowhead Ar-

chery, DARN Apparel, and DARN 4-H Club. They 

donated the fantastic prizes for the top three winners 

in each division. Special thanks to Diane Sharp for 

taking fantastic pictures of the event and winners. 

Listed below are the winners and their scores for 

each division. Congratulations to our top competitor, 

Adam Frost (1445) who is pictured below.  

Junior Division-Unsighted                                     

1st Kyree Montgomery(770)             

2nd  Sammy Delessandro(625)        

3rd  Brooklyn Gruner(555)                

Junior Division-Sighted                                     

1st Jayden Black(1275) 

2nd Jackson Joyner(895) 

3rd  Hunter Riner(795) 

Intermediate Division-Unsighted                                    

1st Aidan Colley(860)                     

2nd  Nathan Hooker(615)               

3rd  Dylan Marshall(550)   

Intermediate Division-Sighted                                    

1st Adam Frost(1445)    

2nd Mack Mikulus(1130)           

3rd  Alyssa Hieronymus(945) 

Senior Division-Sighted 

1st Brett Pattersen(1165) 

2nd Cody Sharp(1010) 

3rd Katlyn Riner(815) 

Report submitted by Tom Lockton, 4-H archery instructor.  

Photos submitted by Diane Sharp.  



Upcoming Events  
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November 

1  Enrollment Deadline for Youth Fair  

3  Polk County 4-H Youth Council 

7  State 4-H Marine Ecology Event (MEE) 

7  4-H Shotgun Fundraiser   

7  4-H Hunting Session  

10  4-H Foundation Meeting  

12  Officer Training   

13-14  4-H Archery Certification 

14-15  Dairy Heifer Jackpot Show, Sale, & Workshop 

16  Make a Difference Monday 

21  Florida 4-H 3D Archery Match 

21  Amigoôs 4-H Goat Show 

21  Polk County 4-H Open Horse Show (2nd) 

27-1  National 4-H Congress  

 

December 

3  4-H Youth Council & Christmas Party 

3  4-H Association Meeting 

12  State 4-H Horse Judging Workshop  

13  District IX Council Meeting  

 

January  

2-3  Florida Junior All Breeds Convention  

7  4-H Public Speaking Workshop  

8-9  State Livestock and Meat Judging Workshop  

18  Hog-and Ham Workshop  

 

To stay updated on the latest Polk County 4-H news and 

events, visit our online Google Calendar, Facebook page, or 

website http://florida4h.org/polk.  

4-H Horse Judging Workshop 

The State 4-H/FFA Horse Judging School 

will be on Saturday, December 12, 2015 at 

the UF Horse Teaching Unit. The work-

shop will be from 9:00 a.m. to  3:00 p.m.  

 

4-H Meat & Livestock Judging 

Workshops 

The UF Department of Animal Sciences 

will host two concurrently running judg-

ing clinics starting at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, 

January 8th and again at 8:00 am on Satur-

day, January 9th. The workshops are for 

4-H and FFA youth ages 11-18  and adult 

leaders/coaches.  

 

4-H Hog and Ham Workshop 

The prerequisite class will be held on Jan-

uary 18, 2016 in Gainesville for partici-

pants to learn about the program which 

goes over the total process of pork produc-

tion from beginning to end.  

 

For more information and to register for 

the above workshops, visit 

http://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/youth/index.shtm

l. 

4-H Hunting Project 

On Saturday, November 7, 2015, Green 

Swamp 4-H club will be doing a Dutch 

oven cookout and fire starting session 

from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Bring your 

own Dutch oven and food to cook. Session 

may also include hunting and forestry 

training. For more info, contact Dennis at 

863-984-3182.  

http://polk.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/PolkCounty4H
http://polk.ifas.ufl.edu/4H/4h.shtml
http://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/youth/index.shtml
http://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/youth/index.shtml
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Announcements  
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4-H Youth in Action Award 

Applications are now being accepted for the 2016 

4-H Youth in Action Awards. This is one of the 

highest honors awarded to a 4-Hôer and provides 

$5,000 scholarships to each area winner. National 

4-H Council honors young people who demon-

strate youth empowerment and leadership and 

have made a remarkable impact on their family, 

peers, and community. The submission deadline 

is November 30, 2015 at noon. For qualifications 

and application, please visit http://www.4-h.org.  

4-H Day at the Capitol 

Save the date for 4-H Day at the Capitol on 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016. This is an educa-

tional event for all 4-Hôers across the state to 

tour different parts of Tallahassee and the Capi-

tol and learn about governance and citizenship. 

For more info, visit http://florida4h.org.  

Third Executive Board 

This event is open to all 4-Hôers ages 14-18. 

Youth develop leadership, teambuilding, and 

communication skills and engage in service 

learning that can be taken back to their counties. 

Save the date for April 15-17, 2016 at 4-H 

Camp Cherry Lake in Madison, FL. For more 

info, visit http://florida4h.org.  

Commissionerôs Coloring Contest 

Commissioner Adam H. Putnam and the Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-

vices, in cooperation with Florida Agriculture in 

the Classroom and the Florida State Fair, are 

pleased to announce a coloring contest for all 

Florida students in grades K-5th. The contest 

will commence on October 15, 2015 and end on 

December 5, 2015. The coloring page reflects 

the 2016 Ag Literacy Day theme.  

For contest rules and to download the coloring 

sheet, visit faitc.org.   

Youth Agri-Science Summit  

This hands-on learning experience will take 

place on January 15-18, 2016 at the National 4-H 

Conference Center in Chevy Chase, MD. High 

school-aged students spend three days learning 

from agricultural scientists, researchers, leaders, 

politicians and advocates. For more info and 

event details, visit 

www.nationalyouthsummit.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 Photo by agriscience2015.  

http://www.4-h.org/get-involved/sponsor/4-h-legacy-awards-gala/youth-in-action/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Blast&utm_campaign=YIA
http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/capitolday/
http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/board/

