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ñSpring is 

Natureôs way 

of saying letôs 

party.ò 

-Robin      

Williams   

2016 County Events Day 
On Friday, April 1, 2016, 4-H 

County Events Day was held for 

youth to showcase their project 

work and talents through demon-

strations, illustrated talks, per-

forming arts, photography, and 

poster art contests. The goals of 

this event are for youth to: in-

crease self-esteem, strengthen or-

ganizational and writing skills, 

improve communication skills, 

develop confidence in front of audience, and mas-

ter a skill or subject matter content. Collectively, 

youth participants earned 41 blue ribbons, 17 red 

ribbons, and 27 white ribbons. All blue ribbon 

winners in demonstration/illustrated talks and the 

top two acts for Share-the-Fun will advance to 4-H 

District Events Day on Saturday, May 7, 2016 in 

Hillsborough County. Blue ribbons in poster and 

photography advance directly to the state contest. 

Congratulations to all of the youth participants! 

And good luck to those competing at the district 

and state levels!  Photos by Tammy Thomas & Lori Potteiger 
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Polk County 4-H Youth Council  

On March 

26, the Polk 

County 

Youth Coun-

cil 4-H host-

ed the 4th 

Annual Can-

Raiser. Nu-

merous clubs came to the event to help raise food to 

send to South Lakelandôs TBA Church, who has a 

food drive to help the community of Highland City. 

The CanRaiser was based off of a 1950ôs sock hop 

party, complete with costumes, 50ôs music, and deco-

rations. Everyone had a great time, and we ended the 

evening with our favorite tradition: the Virginia Reel.  

This year featured Can Wars, a friendly competition 

between clubs to see who could bring in the most 

food.  Youth Council won this year with 68 individu-

al items donated.  All of the clubs together donated a 

total of 151 items which came up to a whopping 

870.5 servings!  All of the food donated will be sort-

ed out into reusable shopping bags and distributed to 

those people in Highland City who are needing some 

extra help. The Youth Council would like to thank 

everyone who came to the CanRaiser and donated 

food for the Can Wars.   

Report submitted by Mary Colston, 4-H Youth Council Reporter; Pho-

to by Polk County 4-H 

State 4-H Archery Contest 

On March 19, 2016, forty-six Polk County 4-H members competed at 

the State 4-H match held in Newberry. Polk County team winners in-

cluded second place in Division 3, fourth in Division 4, first in Divi-

sion 5, second in Division 7, first and second in Division 8, second in 

Division 9, and first and third in Division 12. In addition, the follow-

ing individuals placed first in their division: Bailey Barber-Division 5; 

Josiah Waldman-Division 6; Ryan Waldman II-Division 10; and Jessi-

ca Wells-Division 11. Lastly, Grayson Waldman qualified for Nation-

als along with Kenny Hughes, Katlyn Riner, MaryGrace Hamm, and 

Megan Kirkland who qualified as alternates.  Congratulations to all of our participants, especially having 

to shot in varying weather conditions! Photo by Diane Sharp 

State 4-H Shotgun Contest 

The State 4-H Shogun Contest was held on 

March 12, 2016 at the Imperial Polk Gun Club in 

Winter Haven with the newly added sporting clay 

contest on Sunday, March 13 at Catfish Creek in 

Haines City. Polk County 4-H had eleven com-

petitors. What a wonderful and exciting weekend 

we had! We had multiple shoot offs in trap, skeet, 

and sporting clays for 4-H members Cody, Kyler, 

Tyler, Justin, Kameron, Zack, and Mason. Some 

even shot in more than one shoot off, too. An in-

tense one was for Senior trap which was a 5-way 

tie for first, and we had 3 members in it! We had 

shooters who competed for their first time and 

did very well. We took first and sixth places for 

Senior teams and first place for Intermediate 

team. Tyler Jones received first place overall 

Senior individual. He along with Kyler Holland 

and Cody Sharp qualified for Nationals! I know 

Brian, Gary, Loye, and Ed are very proud of each 

and every one of our shooters, and so am I! Report 

and photo submitted by Diane Sharp, 4-H leader 
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April  

1  4-H County Events Day 

2  State 4-H Horse Judging Contest 

4  Area C Horse Show Meeting 

5  Polk County 4-H Youth Council  

9  State 4-H Livestock Judging Contest 

9  State 4-H Forest Ecology Contest 

9-14  National 4-H Conference 

13-24  4-H/Tractor Supply Clover Campaign 

15-17  Third Executive Board 

16  State 4-H Meats Judging Contest 

16  4-H Indoor Archery Match  

16  Compound Bow Workshop 

16  Horse Showmanship Clinic  

22-23  State 4-H Volunteer Forum  

22-23  Horse Youth Leadership Symposium 

23-24  4-H Camp Counselor/CIT Training 

30  Area C Horse Show 

 

May  

3  Polk County 4-H Youth Council  

7  District IX 4-H Events Day 

7  4-H Hunting/Rifle Session 

13  4-H/Tropicana Public Speaking Contest 

14  4-H Shooting Sport Certification  

17  4-H Shooting Sports Open House 

21  4-H Horse Banquet 

 

June 

2  4-H Camp Orientation  

3  State 4-H Poultry Judging 

To stay updated on the latest Polk County 4-

H news and events, visit our online Google 

Calendar, Facebook page, or website 

http://florida4h.org/polk.  

Florida 4-H Volunteer Forum 

The Florida 4-H Volunteer Forum will take 

place April 22-23rd at the Ocala Hilton. 

Registration is now open on 4-Honline! 

The early bird price is $90 which includes 

hotel cost if registered by April 4, 2016. 

Full and partial sponsorships are available 

from the Polk County 4-H Foundation. This 

is a special opportunity to enhance your 

volunteer experience, learn about new 4-H 

curriculum and activities, and network with 

other volunteers and 4-H staff from across 

the state. For more information, visit 

http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/vo

Horse Showmanship and  

Groundhandling Clinic 

On April 16 at the Bartow Horse Arena, 

there will be a Western and English clinic 

with Judge Brenda Di Martino who will re-

view what a judge is looking for and how to 

improve your skills. This is a great oppor-

tunity before the Area C Show. There will 

be no refreshments provided, so bring your 

own drinks and snacks. While show clothes 

not necessary, boots and helmet are re-

quired! It is free for any 4-H member; non-

4-H members are $10.00. For more info and 

to RSVP, visit the Polk County 4-H Horse 

Councilôs Facebook page.  

http://polk.ifas.ufl.edu/calendar.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/PolkCounty4H
http://polk.ifas.ufl.edu/4H/4h.shtml
http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/volunteerforum/
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State 4-H Scholarships  

Florida 4-H provides over $13,000 in scholarships 

to 4-H members each year through an application, 

portfolio, and interview process. The available 

scholarships are now updated and available 

online. Three scholarships will not be returning to 

this year (Norman Cox, Tampa Bay Kennel, Dog) 

and one was added (Cattlewomen's Association). 

Candidates are encouraged to apply 

for any applicable scholarships, but will only 

be awarded a max of 3. While applications must 

be in the State 4-H no later than 4:00 p.m. on 

June 1, 2016, the county deadline to review ap-

plications is May 9, 2016. For more info, visit 

http://florida4h.org/youth_/awards-and-

recognition/scholarship/.  

NEW State 4-H Job Posting   

There is a new OPS State 4-H Volunteer Support 

position opening to be located in Polk County. It 

includes volunteer recruitment, background screen-

ing coordination, and working with state and coun-

ty agents in regards to volunteer systems. The pay 

is hourly up to $15.00 based on experience.  

Applications close on April 29! Follow the link be-

low for job description and requirements and to ap-

ply: http://explore.jobs.ufl.edu/cw/en-us/

job/496681/ops-4h-volunteer-support.  

AKC Opportunities for Dog Project 

Leaders and Youth  

AKC is reaching out to Florida 4-H as a pilot to 

try to get kids more involved in AKC activities. 

AKCôs Canine Good Citizen (CGC) department 

head, Mary Burch, is offering 4-H Leaders a 

chance to become CGC Evaluators for free! AKC 

will also send you a free CGC Test kit. As leaders 

test the 4-H members and their dogs and they 

pass, AKC will also waive the fee for youth to get 

their CGC certificate! AKC will even waive the 

youth fees to have their dog enrolled in CPP or 

PAL, so they can secure an AKC number and be 

able to compete in future AKC events!  

Please consider taking advantage of this offer! 

The more Florida 4-H volunteers who sign up to 

become CGC evaluators, the more likely AKC 

will expand the program to other states and con-

tinue making free offers to youth members!  

For more info, visit http://www.akc.org/dog-

owners/training/canine-good-citizen/about/ or 

email cgc@akc.org.  

You Want to be a State Council Officer? 

Information on the 2016 State Council Officer 

Elections are now online. Candidates will need 

agent approval before they are able to run as indi-

cated on the Cover Page. A completed application 

packet must include the State Officer Cover Page, 

Agent Recommendation Form, Non-Agent Rec-

ommendation Form, 500 word essay, and 4-H Re-

sume. This packet is due to the Florida 4-H State 

by 4:00 pm EST, June 1st, 2016. Additionally, 

candidates must attend an orientation webinar ei-

ther May 3, 2016 at 6:00 pm OR May 12, 2016 at 

7:00 pm. A parent/guardian is also required to sit 

in on the webinar.  

For info and application, visit 

http://florida4h.org/youth_/council/officer_app/. 

For questions, please contact Grace Carter at 

grace.carter@ufl.edu. 

http://florida4h.org/youth_/awards-and-recognition/scholarship/
http://florida4h.org/youth_/awards-and-recognition/scholarship/
http://explore.jobs.ufl.edu/cw/en-us/job/496681/ops-4h-volunteer-support
http://explore.jobs.ufl.edu/cw/en-us/job/496681/ops-4h-volunteer-support
http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/canine-good-citizen/about/
http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/canine-good-citizen/about/
http://florida4h.org/youth_/council/officer_app/
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Polk County 4-H Shooting Sports Events 

Compound Bow Class: A guest speaker will review the basics of compound bow selection, mainte-

nance, and tips. It will be held on Saturday, April 16, 2016 in the Brenneman Room.  

Open House: Youth and adults interested in the shooting sports program are invited to attend an 

open house on May 17, 2016 at 7:00pm in the Stuart Center. It will include networking opportunities for 

current and potential instructors, identification of resources and equipment, and the formation of subcom-

mittees for each discipline. The disciplines within 4-H are archery, rifle, air rifle, muzzle-loading, shotgun, 

and hunting/natural resources.  

For either event, please RSVP to Rita West, 4-H Secretary, at 863-519-1043, at least two days before the 

event.  

 

 

 

 

2016 Shooting Sports Leadership Institute  

This event, which will take place August 2-6, 2016 at 

the University of Minnesota in St. Paul, is designed 

to promote 4-H and 4-H Shooting Sports through de-

veloping National 4-H Shooting Sports Ambassa-

dors. Selected youth will receive training that will 

allow them to return to their homes and advocate for 

the program at the county, regional, and state level. 

Ambassadors provide public relations support at spe-

cial events such as donor/sponsor functions and also 

serve as spokespersons for the 4-H Shooting Sports 

Program, helping to make 4-H and the 4-H Shooting 

Sports Programs more visible.  The ambassadors fur-

ther develop their skills in leadership, public presen-

tation, citizenship, community service, public rela-

tions and team building.  

For applications or questions, contact the 4-H Office. 

Forms must be submitted to Jerry Culen on or before 

May 15th to PO Box 110310, Gainesville, FL. 32611

-0310 or grculen@ufl.edu.  

Please note if you apply to be a teen ambassador and 

are chosen then you will be responsible for your own 

transportation to and from Minnesota. Some funding 

may be available from the Polk County 4-H Shooting 

Sports Committee.  

State 4-H Legislature  

Senior 4-Hôers come develop your skills to de-

bate, analyze legislation, and speak publicly 

while making new friends and having a whole 

lot of fun!  At this civic education event, you 

can sponsor a bill, amend, or lobby it, then de-

bate the issues on the Capitol house and Senate 

floors with your friends.   

It will be held June 27-July 1, 2016 in Tallahas-

see. The full cost is $235 and does not include 

transportation. Partial scholarships are available 

from the Polk County 4-H Foundation. County 

youth must be accompanied by an adult chaper-

one.  

Legislature is open to Senior 4-Hôers ages 13 to 

18 as of September 1 of the current 4-H year. 

Registration is open in 4honine from March 1, 

2016-Monday, May 2nd. For more info, visit 

http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/leg/.  

 

 

http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/leg/
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Save the Dates: 4-H Residential Summer Camps 

State 4-H Summer Camps 

4-H residential camps are also offered through State 4-H for youth ages 8-13 (as of Sept 1, 2015). These 

are open enrollment camps. Current 4-H members receive a discount registration fee. For more info, visit 

http://florida4h.org/camps_/. Senior 4-H members (14-18 years old) are encouraged to attend 4-H Legis-

lature, 4-H University, or serve as counselors at the Polk County 4-H Adventure Camp. State 4-H fea-

tures the following camps: 

 

-July 25-29: Shooting Sports Camp, Camp Cloverleaf, Lake Placid 

-July 25-29: Marine Camp, Camp Timpoochee, Niceville 

-August 1-5: Gator Adventures, Camp Cloverleaf, Lake Placid 

-August 1-5: Gator Adventures, Camp Cherry Lake, Madison 

 

http://florida4h.org/camps_/

